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REF: (A) LISBON 927 (DTG 031728Z FEB 78) (NOTAL), (B) LISBON 993 
(DTG 081628Z FEB 78) (NOTAL) 

SUMMARY: THE NATIONAL DEFENSE AND FOREIGN POLICY SECTIONS 
OF THE GOVERNMENT PROGRAM CALL FOR A MORE ACTIVE PORTUGUESE 
ROLE IN NATO AND REAFFIRM PORTUGAL'S COMMITMENT TO EUROPE. 
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THE GOVERNMENT PROGRAM PLEDGES TO RESUME LAJES BASE NEGO- 
TIATIONS ON AN URGENT BASIS. END SUMMARY. 

1 . HIGHLIGHTS OF THE NATIONAL DEFENSE AND FOREIGN POLICY 
SECTIONS OF THE GOVERNMENT PROGRAM PASSED BY THE ASSEMBLY 
FEBRUARY 12 FOLLOW: 

NATIONAL DEFENSE: 

A. THE OBJECTIVES: 

(1) NATO: THE GOVERNMENT WILL DEVELOP A NATIONAL DEFENSE 
POLICY IN KEEPING WITH PORTUGAL'S NATO OBLIGATIONS. 

(2) POLITICAL CONTROL: THE GOVERNMENT WILL COOPERATE IN 
PREPARING THE LEGAL AND ORGANIZATIONAL MECHANISMS FOR THE 
SUBORDINATION OF THE ARMED FORCES TO POLITICAL CONTROL OVER 
THE MEDIUM-TERM. 

B. THE MEANS: 

(1) GREATER NATO PARTICIPATION: THE GOVERNMENT WILL 
PROMOTE, IN COOPERATION WITH THE ARMED FORCES. MORE INTENSE 
AND MORE ADEQUATE PARTICIPATION IN THE VARIOUS MILITARY AND 
CIVILIAN BODIES OF NATO. 
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(2) LEGISLATION: THE GOVERNMENT WILL WORK WITH THE LEGISLATIVE 
ASSEMBLY TO PREPARE A LAW FOR THE ORGANIZATION OF NATIONAL 
DEFENSE. 

(3) MILITARY ASSISTANCE: THE GOVERNMENT WILL ASSURE THE 
INTEGRATION OF MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO PORTUGUESE-SPEAKING 
COUNTRIES IN AFRICA INTO OVERALL ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS. 

FOREIGN POLICY PRIORITIES: 

A. DUROPEAN INTEGRATION: SPECIAL PRIORITY WILL CONTINUE 

TO BE GIVEN TO PORTUGAL'S EUROPEAN OPTION. THE GOVERNMENT 
FAVORS MODIFACATION OF PORTUGUESE LEGISLATION TO ACCORD 
WITH EC REQUIREMENTS AND PORTUGUESE ACCEPTANCE OF THE 
COMPETENCE OF THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION FOR THE RIGHTS OF MAN. 

B. LAJES NEGOTIATIONS: LAJES NEGOTIATIONS WILL BE RESUMED 
ON AN URGENT BASIS WITH THE PARTICIPATION OF THE AZOREAN 
REGIONAL GOVERNMENT. 

C. COMMITMENT TO NATO: PORTUGAL'S ACTIVE PARTICIPATION 
IN THE ATLANTIC ALLIANCE WILL CONTRIBUTE TO PEACE AND 
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INTERNATIONAL SECURITY. THE WEAKENING OF NATO IN THE FACE 
OF THE WARSAW PACT BUILDUP WOULD INTRODUCE DANGEROUS FACTORS 
OF INTERNATIONAL INSTABILITY AND INSECURITY. PORTUGAL MUST, 
THEREFORE, ON BOTH THE POLITICAL AND MILITARY PLANES CARRY 
OUT AN ACTIVE ROLE IN THE ATLANTIC ALLIANCE. 

D. FORMER COLONIES: RELATIONS WITH THE FORMER COLONIES WILL 
RECEIVE SPECIAL ATTENTION IN THE OVERALL CONTEXT OF PORTUGUESE 
FOREIGN POLICY. A NEW FOREIGN MINISTRY POSITION AT THE 
DIRECTOR-GENERAL LEVEL WILL BE CREATED TO COORDINATE PROPOSED 
GOP ASSISTANCE IN TECHNOLOGY, EDUCATION, MEDICAL CARE, AND 
AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT. (WE UNDERSTAND THE JOB WILL GO TO 
ROBERTO CARNEIRO OF THE EDUCATION MINISTRY, AN EXCELLENT CHOICE.) 
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E. THE ARAB STATES: THE PROGRAM RECOGNIZES THE SPECIAL 
INTERNATIONAL ROLE OF THE ARAB STATES AND AFFIRMS THE 
GOVERNMENT'S INTEREST IN ESTABLISHING DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS 
WITH SAUDI ARABIA. 

F. THE FAR EAST: PARTICULAR ATTENTION WILL BE DEVOTED TO 
STRENGTHENING RELATIONS WITH JAPAN, ESTABLISHING RELATIONS 
WITH THE PRC, AND ESTABLISHING SPECIAL FORMS OF CULTURAL 
COOPERATION WITH INDIA. 

G. EASTERN EUROPE: RELATIONS WITH ROMANIA, YUGOSLAVIA, 

AND THE SOVIET UNION WILL BE STRENGTHENED. 

FERRER 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: REPORTS, DEFENSIVE CAPABILITIES 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 17feb 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 jan 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978LISBON01273 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780076-1123 

Format: TEL 

From: LISBON USEEC 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780242/aaaabjjn.tel 

Line Count: 149 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 44f7a2d4-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 LISBON 927, 78 LISBON 993 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 22 feb 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3563487 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PS/CDS PROGRAM: DEFENSE AND FOREIGN POLICY UNCLASSIFIED UNCLASSIFIED 
TAGS: MPOL, PGOV, PINT, PO 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/44f7a2d4-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



